Charles D. "Charlie™ Kelly
and his wife Joan

Charlie's Rotary classification is " Investments ". He has been
licensed for 40 years in securities and insurance and is now a
Registered Principal with LPL Financial (a national investment
and financial planning company).

Charlie joined South Ukiah Rotary in 1987, and became its
President in '96-'97. The Club named him Rotarian of the Year
in '94-'95, and he was honored as District 5130's Rotarian of
- the Year in '00-'01. His Club chose him for the Four Avenues
of Service Award, and he also received the Rotary Foundation
District Service Award from PDG Terri Clark.

Charlie was the District World Community Service Chairman for
PDG Mike Merrill (2000-01). He went with a group of about 85
Rotarians, to Accra, Ghana, in October of 2000 to take part in a
National Immunization Day. Charlie has been very involved Iin
all aspects of South Ukiah Rotary Club's World Community Service projects to date.

Charlie created his Club’'s weekly bulletin for over 6 years; In 2000-2001, he began producing the
District 5130 Newsletter -" The Wheel News "- for PDG Harry Johnson, and has done it for three other
recent Governors.

He was honored as the District Governor in the Rotary Year 2005-2006, and now serves on the District
Advisory Committee and the District Nominating Committee. This year, he serves his District as the
Rotary Foundation Chair, and will continue to be a speaker throughout the District on Foundation
promotion.

Joan & Charlie have hosted 14 Rotary Youth Exchange students, and have co-chaperoned a big end
-of-year trip called the " Western Safari Tour " six times, and intend to continue as often as possible.
They both actively participate in many of Ukiah High Interact Club’s activities. Joan was recently
awarded Honorary Membership in South Ukiah Rotary Club, recognizing her years of Rotary service
at Charlie's side.

With his Intense love of Rotary Youth Exchange, Charlie was asked to serve as the Chairman of
WESSEX (the Western States Rotary Student Exchange Association - a multi-District association now
serving 18 Districts in the Western United States).

More background on Charlie and Joan:

Charlie grew up on a ranch ( " dry-land farming "- hay & beans) in San Diego County (Southern
California) - and fondly remembers what it was like, back when it was still open country. He attended
Carlsbad High School (where he was Valedictorian). UC San Diego awarded him a BA in Chemistry,
and he earned an MS in Chemistry from UC Riverside.

Charlie's wife, Joan, was born in Willits, Mendocino County, in Northern California (she was, also,
Valedictorian at her High School). They met at UC Riverside, where she earned a BS in Biochemistry.

Charlie has owned various agricultural lands, including alfalfa in Utah, avocados in Riverside County,
and was part-owner of several vineyards in Sonoma and Mendocino counties. Joan managed the
analytical lab at the water-treatment plant for the City of San Bernardino, before she and Charlie
moved to Mendocino County In the late '70s. Joan worked for 18 years as a Chemist for Fetzer
Winery, rising to Lab Director, Now, she is the Chemist for the City of Ukiah's water reclamation
facility. Both Joan & Charlie are avid gardeners, continually working on landscaping over 2 acres of
their ridge-top property near Lake Mendocino.

Their kids, Christiaan and Shauna, live in Boston.
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Speech by WESSEX Chairman

Greetings, my friends. Because you are all friends of Rotary Youth Exchange, | say you are all my friends. What a wonderful
experience it is, here at the Rotary Youth Exchange Multi-District Taiwan conference, to share our thoughts and our dreams
about our young people - the Rotary Exchange Students around the world. They are our future - and we are responsible.
Thank you for inviting me and my wife Joan to your conference and to your country. We are honored that you consider us to
make a contribution to the conference.

We have been Rotarians for over 20 years, and we began to host exchange students about 10 years ago. Besides our own two
natural children, we are happy to have 14 more sons and daughters, from around the world, that we have now hosted. Because
of those young people sharing their lives with us, we now have family all over the world. We have shared our home with several
of our students' families, and we have also visited many of their homes and countries. Two years ago, we attended a wedding, in
Argentina, of our second exchange student. You know that we love and believe in the Rotary Youth Exchange program.
| belong to Rotary District 5130, and have served on that Youth Exchange committee for 10 years. | am the current chairman of
WESSEX, the Western States Student Exchange Association. WESSEX now represents 17 districts in the western United
States and up into a little bit of Canada. Many of you attended the recent North American Youth Exchange Network (NAYEN)
conference in Sacramento, California (Thank you !) and | would encourage all of you to attend the future conferences - In
Anchorage, Alaska, next year, then Disney World in Florida, and then Cancun, Mexico.

In my opening words, | said we are here sharing our dreams. Let me remind you what a former Rotary International President
(Carl-Wilhelm Stenhammer) said: " | have a dream... that every 17-year old would be a Rotary Exchange Student. If that dream
came true, there would be no more war". | know that you all share that dream, and also hope that it will come true some day.
Today, | am going to suggest that we take actions to make the dream more real and therefore more valuable. | would like us to
add to the dream - to include more of us in the dream - and to expand its reach.

To add to the dream, we need to find, sponsor, and host more exchange students. What will help us to do that? Rebound or
Rotex students are an excellent resource for any training sessions, whether for the new outbound students or their parents. |
hope that you are already inviting current exchange students to attend your student selection interviews, and then to help with
the outbound orientation and training, also.

And where should we look for potential outbound candidates? Many of us, especially in the United States, only look at Interact
clubs in our High Schools, or we go to the "Student Leadership” group - but there are many more good choices. Foreign
language classes should always be addressed, as well as any classes studying international politics or global history. Students
In these classes are already interested in the world beyond our own borders. Once again, having a current - or returned -
exchange student making a presentation will provide a more exciting - and believable - experience for the listeners.

Start looking for future candidates. Make suggestions to parents of younger children to consider the youth exchange experience

in a few years. Stay In touch with families of your returning students; maybe there are younger brothers and sisters. For those
of you that are hosting an exchange student now, ask that student about his or her friends at school. You could host a small
party to tell them about the program, and invite their parents. Ask, ask, ask - ask everyone you meet.

Use available information sources - or make up your own - to show others what our program is . Many Districts have created
DVDs, and there are postcards to hand out, and posters to place in schools and clubs. If a local newspaper shows a story
about a current exchange student, make sure that your contact information iIs provided - and make sure that the text invites
people to find out about this opportunity.

| have suggested to include more of us in the dream. What does that mean? | would hope that many of our Club members,
besides the Host Parents, are inviting the exchange students to their homes for a visit. This visit could be just for a meal - or
maybe to meet some family friends. At these visits, the student can share their stories of their home lives and their current
exchange experiences. We encourage our other Club members, also, to invite the exchange student to special events, like
professional athletic contests or dramatic or musical shows - or just go to a coffee shop or a movie theater.

We always invite our exchange students to attend as many of our Rotary Club meetings as they possibly can. As soon as they
are able - sometimes in the first week - we have the student stand up and speak about something, just for a short time. On the
very first visit, the student may only say his or her name, and where they are from. After a few months, they can talk about
school or other activities; sometimes they tell us about an event that they have attended. Most of our clubs require that the
student will give two significant presentations during the year - the first happens after about two months of their arrival, and the
other will be near the end of their stay. The first is typically " | will tell you about me and my home and my country ". The end-of-
the-year program is more detailed, and of course, It will be filled with "thank you for this opportunity” statements, and probably
involve some tears. It is always amazing to hear the difference in their presentation abilities - and these later programs will
always be emotional experiences for the student and for the Club. These emotional meetings would be a good time to invite
guests to hear the presentations.

Finally, | will offer two ways to extend our youth exchange dream - through our Rotary International ideal of service to others.
Two kinds of service will be suggested: one local and one international. The first is for our students and the other is for our clubs.
Please, whenever your Clubs are involved in an event of any type, get your exchange student to have a meaningful part. For
example, If your event is for the public, have your student selling or collecting tickets - or perhaps going from table to table with
some items. Make sure he or she is NOT In the kitchen washing dishes, but is always visible - and is identified as a Rotary
Exchange Student. If your activity is a local service project, have your student working side-by-side with your Club members -
and make sure that this participation is recognized. You will make the exchange student proud to be helping; you will build a
better relationship between the student and the Club and the Community; and you will be reinforcing, in the student's mind, our
Rotary motto "Service above Self".

The recent tragic event in Japan has provided many wonderful examples of how strong the exchange student family relationship
can be. Nearly all of the foreign students asked to stay - to help their families, and that nation, recover from the devastation.
That family bond, developed through our Rotary Youth Exchange, will be everlasting in those hearts and minds.

Finally, | want to open another door to international understanding through our youth exchange connections. This opportunity is
given to us every year, yet | think that very few of us take advantage. Look at the "guarantee form" that is part of our exchange
student program. On every form, there Iis a sponsoring club and a hosting club, along with contact information for those Club
Presidents and Counselors. Do you think, perhaps, that there could be an opportunity to share a Rotary Foundation Matching
Grant between those clubs? There is, at least, the very simple and reasonable possibility of creating greater international
understanding, through increased communication between the clubs and their members. Let us ask our Club Counselors to
contact their counterparts often during the year - and not just if there are problems. Let us share more information about our
clubs and the members, directly, in addition to what we might hear from our students.

We are in this dream together. We see the smiling faces of our students, and we share their joys of discovery. We take them in
to our homes and our hearts - and they become our family. Our family is the family of Rotary. Our family is growing and is
getting stronger. And | truly hope that you share Carl-Wilhelm's dream, as | do, and that it will come true someday - soon.
Thank you, again, for allowing me to be part of your Conference and thank you for what you are all doing for Youth Exchange.
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